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EFSA Workplan 2010

Among EFSA‘s key priorities:

• Scientific cooperation and networking 
with Members States

• Ensuring visibility, recognition and 
referencing of EFSA‘s scientific 
outputs

3
La sécurité dans mon assiette, Luxembourg, 16 June 2010 



Presentation

Update on 3 key scientific cooperation projects:

• Article 36 Networks
• EFSA Journal 
• Expert Database
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Article 36 Networks
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Article 36

Article 36 of EFSA’s Founding Regulation* states:

* Regulation (EG) 178/2002

EFSA “… shall promote the European 
networking of organisations operating 

in the fields within the Authority's 
mission.”
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Article 36

List of competent organisations

Dec 2006:
• Established
• 234 organisations

Dec 2008: 
• 371 organisations
• Member States’ coverage broadened in all 

areas, in particular in plant health & GMO
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Article 36 list

• Permanent Representations of Member 
States designate organisations based on 
defined criteria

• EFSA Management Board adopts the list

• A “living list” to be regularly updated

Applicants for grants  
must be on the Art 36 list 
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Article 36 list by Member States

Entries Article 36 list – breakdown by Member State

9La sécurité dans mon assiette, Luxembourg, 16 June 2010 



Luxembourgish Article 36 organisations

• Centre de Recherche Public de la Santé
• Laboratoire National de Santé

(CRP Santé)
• Centre de Recherche Public-Gabriel 

Lippmann (CRP-GL)
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Tasks of Art 36 organisations

… include

• Data collection

• Preparatory work for development of scientific 
opinions (e.g. literature review)

• Other scientific and technical support           
(e.g. methodology development)
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The “project cycle”

Planning phase
• Identifying the need for scientific/technical support

• Preparing the Annual Work-Programme and related budget

Preparatory phase
• Preparing the calls for launch (e.g. terms of reference)

• Launching the calls for proposals

Evaluation phase
• Reception and evaluation of proposals                                           

(quality criteria: eligibility, selection, award)

Implementation phase
• Signature of the grant agreement with the beneficiaries & 

partners

• Implementation of the tasks, reporting, publication
12
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New IT tools

1) Article 36 Extranet Workspace
2) Article 36 Organisations Database

Objectives: 

To facilitate
• networking among and between the list of 

competent organisations and EFSA and 
• the project management
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Article 36 Organisations Database

Features

• Electronic updating of the questionnaires

• Electronic filling of new questionnaires

• Searching for contact persons and 
competences of Art 36 organisations

 Launched in May 2010
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Article 36 Organisations Database

Polish Expert Meeting, 23 April 2010
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Focal Points…

• Act as an interface between
EFSA and the 

Article 36 organisations

• Support Article 36 organisations and EFSA, e.g. 

• Updating the Article 36 list
• Supporting application to calls   

Article 36 and Focal Points
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EFSA Journal 
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Objective of the EFSA Journal

An online journal that

•Provides EFSA experts with an outlet 
of their work
•Is visible and influential in the 
scientific community
•Is cited in literature
•Complies with best practices in 
academic publishing 
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EFSA Journal

• Since EFSA‘s inception in 2003

• Dec 2009: New web area for the Journal on the 
EFSA corporate website
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…but no third party content            
e.g. ESCO, Article 36, Scientific Colloquia 
Reports

All EFSA scientific output 
i.e. scientific opinions, statements and 
guidance of EFSA, conclusions, reasoned 
opinions, scientific/technical reports

Published output in the EFSA Journal
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• Editorial Board

• Editor-in-Chief

• Editorial Policy

EFSA Journal governance 
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EFSA science is
• More visible
• More accessible

– One-stop-shop for EFSA’s published 
scientific work

– Easy to browse and search all content 

– Simple subscription to monthly table of 
content 

What is new?
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Our objective

Indexation 
in bibliographic databases

Raising EFSA’s scientific visibility 
in the scientific community
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Please visit the EFSA Journal at
www.efsa.europa.eu/efsajournal

and 
Subscribe to the Tabel of Contents

EFSA Journal 
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Expert Database (EDB)
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Objectives

• To effectively “pool” scientific excellence 
across Europe

• To achieve a more effective and flexible 
response to EFSA’s increased workload

• To help enhance transparency how experts are 
invited to cooperate with EFSA

• To assist Member States, EEA/EFTA countries 
and the EC
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A growing database

Application forms received as of 05/05/2010: 2536
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EDB: number of experts per country

28
La sécurité dans mon assiette, Luxembourg, 16 June 2010 



EDB: eligibility criteria for inclusion

 University degree in one or more areas of expertise 
within EFSA’s remit

 Relevant professional experience i.e. in risk 
assessment/data collection on biological or chemical 
hazards

 Scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals or other 
relevant expert documents

 Ability to communicate and work in at least one EU 
language

 Completed an Annual Declaration of Interests
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Other scientific cooperation 
activitieshttp://www.efsa.europa.eu
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Apply to become an EFSA expert
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Looking ahead
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• Strategic Plan of EFSA for 2009-2013

• Focal Points continue to play an important role
• Scientific cooperation and networking 

between EFSA and Member States remain 
crucial and will be further strengthend 

… and in future 

Thank you for your attention!

Key to Success
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