Using genetics to infer the colonisation histories of the raccoon and
its Baylisascaris procyonis roundworm parasite in Western and
Central Europe
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Invasive Species
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High densities in settlements

* Raccoons are becoming more numerous and are
spreading

* Frequent contact between raccoon & humans
(& pets)

. * Pathogens that can be transmitted to humans

- (& pets).

Foto: Frank Becker/ Firma Waschbarschutz




Raccoon roundworm
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Raccoon roundworm

A= Infective Stage
A= Diagnostic Stage
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the Italian Journal of Mammalogy

Close spatial overlap between the genetic population boundaries of raccoons and the distribution
of the raccoon roundworm in Germany
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First records of the raccoon roundworm (Baylisascaris procyonis) in
Luxembourg: evidence for natural spread and a novel introduction
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2024: Raccoon roundworm in a roadkilled raccoon near Echternach
2024: Roundworms in a latrine in the Centre de soins (7 raccoons)
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ALVA samples

(0)]
—




ALVA samples 2024

70 raccoon intestines

Males Females

Adults 32 18

Juveniles 10 10




ALVA samples

37.5% of all animals

52 % of adults
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Raccoons in urban areas:
a danger to our health?

Raccoons transmit raccoon roundworm & other zoonoses
Only in very rare cases does this have fatal consequences

Keep raccoons at a distance

Wear gloves and wash hands when handling raccoons
and/or their faeces



A big thank you to all the people
that helped with sample collection
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